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the spark any highly inflammable substance, like gun-cotton or common cotton sprinkled with lycopodium, it is readily exploded. Ether and the light hydrocarbons may be ignited in a similar way. A mixture of illuminating gas and air may be exploded by the spark by employing the gas pistol shown in Fig. 537. This consists of a small tin can, D, having a mouth fitted with a cork, and an insulated rod
FIG. 539.
Apparatus for Decomposing Water.
passing through one side and nearly touching the other. When this contrivance is filled with a mixture of gas and air, and the knob, A, is presented to one pole of the coil while the can is in communication with the other pole, an explosion follows.
Stateham's fuse, shown in Fig. 538, is employed in electric blasting. It is simply a gutta-percha-covered conductor, twisted together and interrupted. It is buried incoil with the ball of the jar, and placing a wire connected with the other pole a little distance from the outer coating. The jar may be discharged with the ordinary discharging rod.
